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SGA candidates
get extra week
to campaign
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

A scheduling conflict with TopNet has pushed back
Student Government Association elections to April 5-6
instead of Tuesday and Wednesday of this week.
SGA President Colton Jessie said that when he
called Information Technology on Friday, IT didn't
have the original dates available for SGA to hold elections. He said next week was the only time IT had
available.
“A one-week delay isn’t the end of the world, but it
is frustrating, especially for the candidates,” Jessie said.
The candidates running for offices now have the opportunity to campaign for an extra week, which executive vice presidential candidate Katie Stillwell said will
help her out tremendously.
“I did not have the opportunity to campaign as
much as I would have liked last week,” Stillwell said.
“I had contacted a few groups to campaign, and a lot
said they would not be meeting last week, so now I will
get to follow up with them and hopefully speak to those
groups.”

REBECCA BARNETT/HERALD

Cleveland junior Tony King shops at Walmart for juice on Friday afternoon. King, who has been participating in the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) since October, said he didn’t want to use it at first because he was embarrassed of being
perceived as taking advantage of the system. Now King says he feels comfortable using SNAP to buy healthier foods and help
ease the financial burden of school expenses.

SEE SGA, PAGE 3A

Forum paves
way for WKU's
academic future

Easing the burden
Students take part in nutrition assistance program

By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

To apply for SNAP

Instead of choosing to scarf down unhealthy
food, Cleveland junior Tony King thinks twice
about what kind of groceries he buys.
King, like some other WKU students, takes
part in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), formerly known as the food
stamp program.
Students who work 20 hours a week, participate in a work study program, take care of
a small child or get public assistance benefits
could be eligible for the program.
King, who works and pays for most of
his college expenses, is able to buy organic,
healthier food with SNAP money.
SNAP gives college students — or anyone
else who participates — money to help put
healthy food on the table, said Anya Weber,
public information officer for Kentucky cabinet for health and family services in an email.

■ Fill out an application and
submit it to Warren County’s
Family Support office, Protection and Permanency office or
Child Support office.

■ Students must be fulltime and working 20 hours
per week or in a work study
program.

An open forum Friday in the Downing University Center Theater conducted by Gordon
Emslie, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, and Gordon Baylis, vice president
for Research, aimed to seek input from faculty
and staff about WKU’s academic future.
The forum discussed results of the listening
tour conducted last fall by Emslie and Baylis.
The two made recommendations for the division of Academic Affairs to foster a better future for WKU.
“We want to provide you with the flexibility
to use your talents to move the university forward,” Emslie said.
The five key areas discussed were overarching goals and strategies, budgeting strategies,
faculty workload and incentives, enhancing research and creative activity, and reorganization,
according to agenda materials provided at the
forum.

SEE SNAP, PAGE 3A

Source: http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap

SEE FORUM, PAGE 5A

■ You must be a U.S. citizen
and working.
■ You may have no more
than $2,000 in cash and bank
assets.

Fancy feet

IFC institutes new
GPA requirements
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

Some fraternities at WKU could be
facing penalties for low GPAs starting
in the fall.
The Interfraternity Council, which
acts as a judicial body for fraternities on
campus, has made a scholarship bylaw
revision that will require fraternities to
maintain a certain GPA.
Hawesville junior Billy Stephens, a
member of Sigma Chi and vice president of recruitment for the IFC, said
IFC came up with the new plan in order
to help people with lower grades.
“Our old scholarship plan was very
vague and had a lot of loopholes,” he
said. “It didn’t really benefit anyone.”
According to the new bylaw, a chapter is placed in a warning semester if its
semester GPA is between a 2.5 and 2.6.

wkuherald.com
TUES. 54˚/ 40˚

CONTACT:

If the chapter GPA drops to between
2.25 and 2.5, it’s placed in level one
academic probation. If the chapter GPA
falls below 2.25, it’s placed in level two
academic probation.
Both levels of academic probation
can result in the chapter being restricted
from social activities and intramurals.
That’s along with being required to attend TLC study hours, academic workshops, as well as submitting monthly
grade reports to the IFC Executive
Council.
Stephens said he thinks these
changes will cause fraternity members
to concentrate more on improving their
grades.
“I think they’re going to take it more
seriously,” he said. “You have to get the
grades or be baby-sitted.”
SEE IFC, PAGE 3A
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Colby Osborne, a junior from Franklin, Tenn. and a member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, rolls up his
pant legs while participating in the “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” event on Friday. More than 40 Greek
and non-Greek male students walked a mile in women’s high heels to raise awareness about sexual
assault and raise money for Hope Harbor, a sexual trauma recovery center in Bowling Green.
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calendar

The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit wkuherald.com/calendar

tuesday

wednesday

Student Government Association senate
meeting, 5 p.m., Downing University Center 305
Grad Fair, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Downing University
Center 310C
Spring 2011 graduates can pick up their cap and
gown as well as order announcements and other
graduation products.
An Artist Talk with Laurin Notheisen, 7 p.m.,
Fine Arts Center recital hall

Baseball vs. Belmont, 6 p.m., Nick Denes Field

saturday

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

Softball vs. North Texas, 1 p.m., softball field
Gamers Guild Meeting, 5 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC
310B

thursday
Job Fair, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Preston Center
Academic Advantage Series: Writing
and Grammar, 4 p.m. and 5 p.m., Grise Hall
auditorium
Take Back the Night, 6 p.m., beginning at the
Warren County Justice Center
An annual walk to raise awareness about sexual
violence.
Chess Club, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Faculty House
Gaines Lecture Series: “Living Journalism: An
Evening with the Seigenthalers,” 7 p.m., Mass
Media and Technology Hall auditorium
Newspaper icon John Seigenthaler and his son,
former NBC network news anchor, will discuss
the highlights and challenges of their journalism
careers.

CRIME REPORTS

sunday

Reports
■ Megan Felps, Gilbert Hall, reported on
March 26 that her wallet and its contents
were stolen from her room. She recovered her items later the same day.

Gift of Music Recital, 3 p.m., fine arts center
recital hall
Amazing Tones of Joy 40th Anniversary
Concert, 5 p.m., Van Meter Hall

Arrests
■ Adam Merrick, Evansville, was arrested
on March 26 for alcohol intoxication in a
public place. He was released the same
day on time served.
■ John Nugent, Newburgh, Ind., was
arrested on March 25 for alcohol intoxication in a public place. He was released
yesterday on time served.

CORRECTION

■ NEWS BRIEF
SGA Chief Justice
Crockett resigns
Student Government Association
Chief Justice Dajana Crockett has resigned from her position and is no longer
a WKU student.
Crockett was a member of SGA’s judicial branch for a year before being appointed as chief justice last semester.

SGA President Colton Jessie said he
will look within the judicial branch as
well as outside the organization to find
a replacement and may appoint a new
chief justice at tonight’s meeting.
The role of chief justice is to deal with
judicial review for senators, to monitor
elections and to interpret the SGA constitution. The chief justice is the head of
the judicial branch.

Wouldn’t

Executive Vice President Kendrick
Bryan said Crockett was a “wonderful
branch member.”
“It’s an unfortunate circumstance
with her departure,” he said. “She emphasized accountability and transparency, and I believe the next (chief justice)
will hopefully do the same.”

You

— Mike Stunson

Due to a Herald error Delta Zeta was
misidentiﬁed in a front page story on
Friday as a sorority that will be added at
WKU in the fall. Alpha Xi Delta sorority
will instead be recolonizing next year. The
Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects
all conﬁrmed errors that are brought to
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call
745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com.

Vote For a Student
Who Will Vote For

YOU

Billy
Stephens
For SGA President

Like To Know?
Vote April 5-6 on TopNet

A Night of Hope
& Healing with...

FEATURING BANDS
The Black Shades
Micah
Red Foot
SPONSORS

FREE CONCERT &
AWARENESS EVENT!

PSYCHOLOGY

SOCIAL WORK

with Aaron Moore
a TWLOHA Counselor

Free Food/Drinks
Wristband & T-shirt Giveaways
A Swipeable Event!
Everyone needs to know that their life matters

www.twloha.com
www.wku.edu/heretohelp

April 14, 2011
DUC Theater
7 - 10 PM
Doors open at 6:30
The vision is hope, and hope is real
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SNAP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Weber said statistics
aren’t available for how
many college students
use SNAP. But in 2010,
more than 7,500 households in Warren County
participated in the program, spending more
than $2.2 million.
“Depending on the
student’s household status, there may be work
requirements to be eligible,” Weber said. “Eligibility also depends
on whether he/she has a
meal card that provides
more than half of their
meals.”
An applicant must be a
U.S. citizen and be working, Weber said. The applicant also has to prove
he or she doesn’t have
more than $2,000 in cash
and bank accounts assets.
King works as a community adviser at PearceFord Tower, which is
considered a work study
program.
King’s mother is also
a SNAP participant, and
he has no health insurance.
“I think for college
students, this program is
good,” he said.
King
applied
for
SNAP in 2010 and said
he will stay in it as long
as he can.
During the application
process, the SNAP office
gave him a $100 emergency funds while processing his application.
King said he usually
spends all of his $200
monthly food allowance.
King usually shops at
Walmart, but many other
stores — including Walgreens and Kroger — accept SNAP money.
“I’m very natural and
health conscious,” King
said. “(Through SNAP)
I’m able to save my money and eat wisely.”
There aren’t a lot of

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
restrictions on food, said
Ted Payne, Kroger store
manager on Scottsville
Road.
“You can pretty much
buy any kind of food with
it,” Payne said. “There
may be some exceptions
with sugar.”
SNAP users pay with
a card that looks like an
other credit card, protecting the customer’s privacy, he said.
“It’s a program that’s
designed to be a bit discrete,” Payne said.
King said the program
affects his eating habits
in a good way.
“Before when I had
to use my own money, I
would buy healthy and
unhealthy food,” he said.
“Now I try to get healthy
food across the board.”
Although the program
is meant to benefit people in need, Weber and
King said people do take
advantage of SNAP.
“I know sometimes
people sell food stamps,”
King said. “You do have
those people who take
advantage of the system.”
Lexington sophomore
Christopher Jankowski
has friends that ask him
to buy items with his
SNAP benefits, he said
in an email.
“I do (buy for them.
I’d do it even if I didn’t
have SNAP benefits,”
Jankowski said.
Jankowski said SNAP
helps supplement his income from his university
job.
“I only make $200
every two weeks, so the
SNAP program helps me
get the things I need,” he
said. “In fact, my boss in
Housing and Residence
Life encouraged me to
apply.”
He also said it’s made
his financial situation
more stable because now
he buys healthier foods
instead of the cheaper,
unhealthy alternatives.

■ NEWS BRIEF

3A

Police searching for man in
South Campus investigation
Joe Harbaugh, captain of professional standards for
campus police, said Monday that an ongoing, open investigation is still underway on South Campus.
Stephanie Hooker, Commonwealth School administrative assistant, emailed WKU faculty and staff on
Friday with a surveillance photo of a tall, white male
last seen wearing a gray American Eagle sweatshirt,
khakis, a white baseball cap and white tennis shoes.
Harbaugh said police are looking for the man because he may have information about an ongoing investigation by Corporal Johnny Vance of campus police.
“People are making a bit much out of the situation,”
he said. “The guy may not have info at all. But we still
need help identifying.”
The nature of the investigation has not been disclosed.
Harbaugh encouraged anyone with information on
the man to call campus police at 745-2548.
SURVEILLANCE PHOTO

— Lindsay Kriz

SGA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Presidential candidate Billy Stephens said he did not go to as many
groups as he wanted to because of
his involvement with Sigma Chi
fraternity’s philanthropy week. Stephens, who is running against Diego
Leal Ambriz, is Sigma Chi’s vice
president.
“It was a stressful week, so now
I can focus more on my campaign
this week,” he said. “I will be hitting
it hard and giving it more time.”

IFC

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Bowling Green junior John
Hughes, president of the IFC and
a member of Kappa Alpha Order,
said he was excited about the new
academic bylaws.
He said that although none of
the fraternities take grades lightly,
now they will have an easier time
realizing what they need to do if they
get off track.
“This should raise awareness
of whenever you get on that
borderline,” he said.
Hughes also hopes these revisions

download the new Herald app
for iPhone, iPad, iPod

Stillwell said the extra week is
like a “double-edged sword” because it also means the other executive vice president candidate, Kendrick Bryan, gets another week to
campaign, too.
Bryan said he has talked to more
organizations than the rest of the
candidates running for executive offices but said the extra week can still
help him out.
“I’ve enjoyed communicating
with student organizations, and I
hope to meet with a few more before elections to talk about their
concerns,” he said.

Although the candidates will be
able to campaign an extra week,
they will also have to deal with an
extra week of anticipation. Stephens
said that’s the hardest part.
“I had it in my head for a few
weeks that elections were this
week,” he said. “Now I have to wait
even longer, which is tough.”
Jessie said the positives of extra
campaigning should outweigh any
possible negatives.
“I’m sure they were all preparing for elections for this week,” he
said. “But extra campaigning can go
a long way.”

IFC fraternities' fall 2010 GPAs
■ Alpha Gamma Rho: 2.402
■ Alpha Tau Omega: 3.144
■ Delta Tau Delta: 2.672
■ FarmHouse: 2.762
■ Kappa Alpha Order: 2.564
■ Kappa Sigma: 2.327
■ Lambda Chi Alpha: 3.050
■ Phi Delta Theta: 2.370
will help improve the reputation of
the IFC among the fraternities.
“Our goal is not just to lay down
the law,” he said. “It is to help and

■ Phi Gamma Delta: 3.452
■ Pi Kappa Alpha: 2.634
■ Sigma Alpha Epsilon: 2.606
■ Sigma Chi: 2.918
■ Sigma Nu: 2.276
■ Sigma Phi Epsilon: 2.923
Source: Bryan Hartzell, IFC

do the best things for our Greek
community. The best thing we can
do to better scholastics is to be more
involved.”

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION

03.29.11
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COMMENTARIES

VENT

'I want to be president because I want to help'
I am thankful for this opportunity to
give the students at WKU a little more
perspective on myself and why I would
like to run for SGA president.
I came from Monterrey, Mexico, as an
exchange student almost two years ago. I
liked this university so much that I didn’t
want to go back home. WKU has allowed
me to grow as a person, and because of
my excellent academic performance I was
able to transfer and continue my studies at
this amazing university.
I am a senior majoring in international
business.
■ Leadership:
-Founding Father and President, Alpha
Tau Omega fraternity
-Senator, SGA Ambassador, Gordon
Ford College of Business
-Dynamic Leadership Institute Phases I
and II
-Western Leader
-WKU Session of the LeaderShape
Institute
■ Honors:
-Dean’s List and President’s List since
my arrival at WKU. (All three semesters
GPA of 4.0/4.0)
-Member, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society
I want to be president of the SGA because I want to help. WKU has done so
much for me, and I want to give back.
And what better way to help WKU than

to help its actual
student body?
I want to continue accomplishing the goals that
were set in the bylaws of the SGA;
to address student
needs, interests
DIEGO LEAL AMBRIZ and opinions toward all aspects
Monterrey, Mexico
of university life;
senior
to
promote student well-being and involvement; to
encourage diversity and tolerance between all groups and individuals; and to
create proper channels through which
student opinions, recommendations and
requests may be expressed to university
administrators.
Some ideas that I have to accomplish
this are to:
- Stimulate health issues such as exercise
among students. Offer students P90X
classes in the afternoons where they are
committing to a daily routine of healthy
behaviors.
- Recycle. Make student apartments close
to campus offer recycling containers,
such as The Gables, where students do
not separate aluminum cans from the rest
of the garbage.
- Increase the amount of bikes offered by
the free bike rental service at the Depart-

Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

ment of Facilities Management.
- Make sure smoking on campus occurs
only in the designated areas.
- Increase participation of students in
SGA meetings.
■ Strengths:
- I am involved. Students know me around
here; they would feel very comfortable
sharing their concerns to a friend — to me.
- My international background. It would
be a great addition to the executive branch
where I could bring a different perspective that stimulates the creation of ideas.
- My people skills. I truly care about other
people. I am very polite and respectful,
treating everyone around me the best way
I can.
- I am very positive. My friends tell me
that I always have this huge smile on
my face and that it makes their day better. I want to spread my enthusiasm and
my love for WKU with everybody I meet
once I become president.

ERIC MAHONEY
Owensboro senior

"I’m happy UK made it to the Final
Four. I know some students here
don’t like it, but hey, I’m a Western fan and a UK fan. You can be
both."

CHRIS
LEACHMAN
Campbellsville
May 2010
graduate

■ Weaknesses:
- My accent. Yes, some señoritas say it’s
sexy, but sometimes I wish I could have
the country accent going on.
Thank you WKU.

"There should be more bike racks
on campus, especially on the top
of the Hill. I know sometimes they
chain bikes to things until you pay
a ticket; that’s just unfair."

This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the Herald or the university.

Stephens: Vote for a student who votes for you
On April 5-6, elections will be held on
TopNet for the Student Government Association. I will be running for the position of SGA president because I have a
commitment to my fellow students to do
everything I possibly can to make their
educational experience here at WKU
pleasant.
I have been in this organization for 2
1/2 years and have continued to possess
an unwavering passion and dedication
for this organization. The first year and
a half I served in the legislative branch
as student body senator. In this position
I worked on study abroad scholarships,
study away scholarships and scholar development grants.
This past year, I have served as an officer in the executive branch as the director of Academic and Student Affairs. As
an officer, I have helped engineer and
expand some of SGA’s signature services
such as Dine with Decision Makers and
the Hall of Distinguished Seniors. I have
also sat in as the student representative in
several university committees including
University Athletics Committee, Food
Services Committee, and Student Life
Foundation.
I also promise to bring students fresh

ideas. One of my
main goals is to
have a “dead” day
of classes before
finals week. This
allows students
the opportunity to
study for an extra
day before finals.
This especially
BILLY STEPHENS
would help the
Hawesville junior
students whose
majority of classes are on Monday and Tuesday of finals
week. I also plan on revising and thus improving the current Provide-a-Ride driving service for students on the weekends,
in order to make the service more prompt
and reliable.
I am also currently working on obtaining iPads at the Educational Resources
Center as well as at the libraries for students to check out. Another project that I
have begun working on is to offer a discounted or possibly free transcript week
sponsored by SGA.
If elected, I aim to increase the visibility of SGA to the student body. I want
to enhance our image to the student body
and let the students have a clear under-

standing of what we do as an organization.
One of my first goals if elected is to
work with athletics in order to have an
SGA-sponsored football tailgate for the
entire student body. I hope for SGA to
rent out tents for many different student
organizations and place them back in
the heart of campus. I want to bring
back that game day atmosphere to the
Hill.
In the upcoming months, the Downing University Center will undergo massive reconstruction. Currently, I am on
the Steering Committee for this renovation and serve as a voice of the student
body. SGA is the organization that has
worked with the university to see this
project through and is the student voice
in the programming aspect of the project.
Therefore, I will continue to bring student
concerns to this committee.
These are a few of my thoughts, but
I’m eager to hear your thoughts and concerns. Vote for a student who votes for
you. Vote Billy Stephens.

MARY REDING
Campus minister,
St. Thomas Aquinas

"I haven’t heard anything about
programs that support pregnant
women on campus, and I’m concerned. This is college and many
women have this issue, so there
should be help available."

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words or less) or
a commentary (500 words
and a photo). E-mail them to
opinion@chherald.com.

This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the Herald or the university.

Stillwell: Representing WKU students would be 'highest honor'
I encourage all students to vote in the
Student Government Association election on April 5-6. On these days, students
will have the opportunity to vote for candidates running for president, executive
vice president and administrative vice
president.
I am running for the position of executive vice president, a position currently held
by my friend Kendrick Bryan.
This is my first opportunity to run for a
position in the executive branch of WKU’s
SGA. Since December of 2009, I have had
the esteemed pleasure to serve the SGA in
the legislative branch as a student senator.
My experience in the legislative branch has
prepared me for service in the position of
executive vice president.
I am an undergraduate student who has

the opportunity to
hear concerns of
my fellow students
every day. I intend
to take these comments and concerns and address
them through positive actions of the
SGA.
KATIE STILLWELL
In the past
Bowling Green senior
two years, I have
been a part of
some of the most major decisions the
Student Senate has ever made. Quite
recently, the senate passed a resolution supporting the Downing University
Center renovations and a resolution to
support the fair trade convergence.

In personal history, I have worked within
a committee to write bills supporting the
agriculture department’s ASSET Week and
the New Beginnings bicycle ride fundraiser.
My experience in working with students
from a variety of interests has taught me the
necessary skills to excel in the position of
executive vice president.
The honor of being elected would allow me the opportunity to continue to serve
WKU’s student body. I am passionate about
SGA reaching out further to minority students, non-traditional students and veteran
students. I will work diligently to improve
communication within the SGA as well as
outside of SGA.
It is my duty as an elected representative
to help SGA serve students in any way possible, and in order for me to fulfill that duty,

our organization must first communicate
more effectively.
I will work to foster new relationships
and continue to develop more seasoned relationships between the SGA and student
organizations. It is my utmost desire that
more students are actively involved in writing and developing legislation that will better the future of the Hill.
WKU is the home of my post-secondary
education, and the students here are my
family. I would consider it the highest honor
to continue to serve the students.
On Tuesday, April 5 and Wednesday,
April 6, please cast your votes.
This commentary doesn't necessarily
represent the views of the Herald or
the university.
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$2.3 million in budget cuts
will affect 13 divisions
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

President Gary Ransdell announced more than
$2.3 million in budget cuts
for fiscal year 2011-2012
on March 18. Here’s how
the cuts will affect different university divisions,
according to a document
Ransdell provided in an
email to WKU faculty and
staff.

Academic Affairs:
$1,476,127
About $1.2 million of
cuts comes from elimination of vacant faculty and
staff positions.
Personnel reductions are
of seven full-time faculty,
five full-time staff and three
part-time transitional retiree faculty positions. That’s
in addition to partial cuts to
student workers and graduate assistants.
Full-time faculty positions cut are in architecture
manufacturing
sciences,
marketing,
management
and psychology.
“We don’t have any
more to cut,” said Blaine
Ferrel, dean of Ogden College of Science and Engineering. “We’re down to
the bone, and I think that’s
true of all the colleges.”
Other areas in the division of Academic Affairs
that were cut are operating
funds, travel and professional development and
capital funds.

Campus Services
and Facilities:
$348,800

Osborne, vice president for
Campus Services and Facilities.
“We’re having to reorganize and shift those duties
elsewhere in order to make
it work,” Osborne said.

Information Technology: $136, 387
Reductions will be made
in repair and replacement
of technology equipment
within the division as well
as in departments and computer labs.
Additionally, the number of equipment loanable
to students and faculty will
be reduced.

Finance and
Administration:
$65,702

One full-time position
will be removed. Also, the
new-donor
acquisition
funding will be eliminated,
which could affect the number of donors and participation in alumni giving.

Public Affairs:
$25,995
Reductions will be made
in funding for travel, nonemployee services and operations. Some student aid and
scholarship funding will be
eliminated.

Research: $23,972

The Employee Wellness position will be
moved to Health Services,
which generates its own
money.

Student Affairs:
$61,315
One position will be
eliminated, and salary dollars will be reduced due to
savings on a position replacement.
“Basically, it means
we’re going to review and
decide where we’re going
to put salary dollars, and
if we’re going to have to
collapse a position,” said
Howard Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs.

Central Budgets:
$55,260
Contingency budgets, or
money set aside for potential
losses, will be decreased.

Cuts include six fulltime positions, five in the
Facilities Department and
one in Planning, Design
& Construction, said John

Development and
Alumni Relations:
$45,965

Athletics: $47,545
Reductions will be made
in contingency funds, affecting maintenance projects and
travel for staff and teams.

Cost share budgets for
research and outreach will
decrease. Cost sharing for
grant proposals will be made
up by increasing the costsharing role in the WKU
Research Foundation.

President: $10,908
The funding for the
President’s Home will be
decreased because the lease
for president’s house on
Chestnut Street is expiring.

Chief Diversity
Officer: $7,772
Reductions will be made
in funding for temporary
personnel, operations and
financial aid support.
Effects will include impacting efforts to help campus units bring their websites into ADA compliance
and reducing financial aid
support to minority students.

Chief of Staff/
General Counsel:
$5,952
Reductions will be made
in funding for operations
and travel for professional
development.

FORUM
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“There were some things that I
thought were positive signs of the future and other things that I questioned
why they’re doing it,” said Kelly
Madole, psychology professor and
University Senate chair.
Patti Minter, associate history professor and faculty regent, said the forum presented detailed information and
provoked many questions.
“That’s a lot of information to disseminate late in the afternoon on Friday,” Minter said. “I’m looking forward
to the opportunity to talk some more
about it on the follow-up.”
One of the recommendations was a
reorganization of the office of the provost.
Richard Miller, associate vice president for Academic Affairs, will become
vice provost.
The heads of Enrollment Management, Academic Budgets and Administration, Planning and Program Development, Extended Learning and
Outreach, and Academic Enrichment
and Effectiveness will all become associate vice presidents for their divisions.
“I think people do wonder why we
need to promote so many people who
are already assistant vice presidents,”
Minter said.
Minter said she was also confused
about the workload models.
Emslie said the idea workload for a
faculty member would be 60 percent
teaching, 20 percent citizenship and 20
percent research.
“When the provost and the VP for
research say that these are models out
there to allow departments to do what
they need to do, I think faculty appreciate that,” she said. “There seem to
be a lot of expectations that offer the
promise to help us do our jobs, but if
there’s not funding to make it possible,
it won’t really mean much.”
Minter also said one of the recommendations is to promote a “three and
three” teaching load. “Three and three”
means that professors would teach
three courses per semester, without additional funding to instructors, instead
of, for example, four courses one semester and three the next (“four and
three”).
She said she doesn’t think this
could be possible, partly because faculty members don’t have enough time
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Proposed initiatives
at the forum
■ General Education Task Force
to remodel general education
courses so they represent a more
“holistic integrative learning
experience”
■ Recommendation that faculty
workload be represented by 60
percent teaching, 20 percent citizenship and 20 percent research
and creative activity
■ Establish non-tenure research
faculty and university-funded
tenure-track pedagogical faculty
■ Reorganize the office of the
provost and other divisions to
have associate vice presidents
within divisions
■ Office of Institutional Research
has developed tools to calculate
which freshmen are most likely to
transfer so retention rate can be
increased
■ Reallocation of funds, such
as $2.3 million from Division of
Extended Learning and Outreach
distributed to cover part-time
faculty costs
■ Pilot program with Honors College and Potter College of Arts &
Letters, which involves 10 percent
of the salary of faculty teaching
Honors courses to come from the
Honors College
■ Training in grant writing and
editing to assist the increase of
research at the university
Source: Agenda from Friday's forum

outside of classroom duties to conduct
research.
Emslie invited attendants to come to
a second open forum on April 22 at 3
p.m. in the Mass Media and Technology Hall Auditorium.
He wants faculty and staff to have
time for in-depth thought about the
recommendations so there can be informed discussion at the next forum.
“One thing that I think that’s got
to be loud and clear is we know some
people see administrators as people
who say, ‘Thou shalt not,’” Baylis
said. “We’re absolutely not saying that.
We’re saying, ‘Thou mayest if thou
wouldest.’”

1922 Russellville Rd.
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WKU moving
to Windows 7
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

John Bowers, director of
Academic Technology, said
his department plans to begin upgrading lab, classroom and faculty/staff computers to Windows 7 this
summer. The computers
have been using Windows
XP for almost 10 years.
Bowers said as soon as
IT started testing Windows
7, they decided it was superior to Windows XP.
“Windows 7 is faster,”
he said. “It supports better
graphics and newer processors. It is a more secure
operating system, so it will
protect the campus against
malware better.”
Lori Douglas, director
of Technical Support Services, said another reason
WKU chose to upgrade is
simply to stay current in the
technology world.
“We’ve had requests for
a while to switch to Windows 7, and we are meeting
those needs now,” she said.
Bowers said the newest
versions of all their supported software will be
optimized for Windows 7,
including installing Microsoft Office 2010. He said
the migration does not cost
the university any additional charges because of its
Microsoft Campus Agreement.
Bowling Green junior
Kyle Sunderlin said he
thinks having the campus
labs upgraded to Windows
7 will be an improvement
over Windows XP.
“It’s newer, and some
things work better on it,”
he said. “The user interface

is nice. I really like it.”
Sunderlin said he has
Windows 7 on his laptop,
but he uses the campus labs
often too. He said students
who haven’t used the operating system might be
surprised by the change at
first.
“It looks different, but
it’s really easy to get used
to,” he said.
Bowers said the sociology department lab in Grise
Hall Room 135 and the
lobby computers in Mass
Media and Technology Hall
have already been upgraded
with Windows 7 for students who would like to test
the new operating system.
Douglas said she didn't
expect students to have any
problems with Windows
7, especially since many
of them have already been
using it for more than a
year. She said the biggest
challenges they anticipate
will be with the computers
themselves.
“We may have to upgrade software in order for
it to run or purchase new
hardware because they
don’t make drivers for it
on the new (operating system),” she said.
Douglas said she expects
students, faculty and staff
to respond positively to the
upgrade.
“It’s a very stable operating system,” she said.
“We’ve been testing it for a
long time, and we like it.”
Douglas said if students
should have problems with
the upgrade, they can call
the Information Technology Help Desk at 745-7000
or stop by the desk on the
third floor of Mass Media.

Hint of spring

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Students eat lunch and lay around in the sun at the Colonnades on Monday afternoon between classes. The temperature was forecast at 53 degrees after a weekend of cold weather.

DUC renovations being planned
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

The Student Government Association is working to move ahead
on the project to renovate Downing
University Center.
SGA passed a resolution last
month to support the renovations.
Six SGA members, as well as
WKU administrators and architects
for the project, have been meeting
twice a week as part of the planning
process for renovations.
SGA President Colton Jessie
said planning is a lengthy process
with no definitive timetable. Renovations are currently scheduled to
start this fall.
“We are just taking it week by
week, but there has been plenty of
progress,” Jessie said.
Campus Improvements Chair

Kaylee Egerer said the committee
has talked about who in DUC needs
more or less space. She said nothing
has been set in stone yet.
“The bookstore definitely needs
more space, but the place with the
most space available is the fourth
floor because we are looking to get
rid of the bowling alley,” Egerer
said. “We have also touched on the
24-hour study space which we are
really in favor of.”
SGA had a forum last month
to get ideas from students. Jessie
said SGA is now starting to narrow
down some of those ideas.
“We obviously we can’t do them
all,” he said. “We are trying to figure out which ones we want that fit
into our scheme.”
Project costs have been set
for $49,128,545, and the resolution says students will pay a

student fee of $70 per semester
for 20 years to cover half of the
cost. Both the project and the student fee must be approved by the
Board of Regents.
Billy Stephens, SGA’s director
of academic and student affairs,
said the communication between
the students and administrators on
the committee has been great.
“It’s been 100 times better than I
thought it would be,” he said. “Every time we have questions or want
to voice our ideas, they are listening
and willing to help. It’s the best-run
committee I have been a part of.”
Egerer said the SGA members
are the most listened to people in
the meetings.
“We can speak up whenever we
want and they are entirely engaged
in us,” she said. “So that is really encouraging.”
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Professors: Students should
take evaluations seriously
By LAUREN ARNOLD
diversions@chherald.com

WKU students finish each semester with a written evaluation of each
of their professors, and while some
students might doodle on or disregard
these surveys, several faculty members say students should take them
seriously.
After all, they can affect faculty
tenure decisions and influence the
way professors teach their courses.
These evaluations, called Student
Input for Teaching Effectiveness, or
S.I.T.E., surveys, consist of questions
about the instructor and the course
and are “used to enhance course quality and as part of the promotion, tenure
and merit pay evaluation,” according
to the Counseling and Student Affairs
department’s website.
Eric Bain-Selbo, head of the philosophy and religion department, said
that the student evaluations are very
important in deciding whether a professor receives tenure.
“We aren’t a Research I Institute,
so we hire faculty to teach,” he said.
Tenure means a faculty member's
positions is essentially permanent.
He said he doesn’t see the actual
surveys, but he receives the data and
comments for each professor in his
department.
The forms are sent to the Office
of Institutional Research, where the
Scantron portion of the evaluations
are analyzed and the written comments are typed, he said.
“We look at consistency in reviews
and comments,” Bain-Selbo said.
He said many students don’t take
the surveys seriously, but there's no
way to tell the difference between a
serious survey and a survey that isn’t.
“We don’t throw any out,” he said.
“It just goes back to consistency. If it
isn’t consistent with the others, it isn’t
really an issue.”
Bain-Selbo said that students
should take the surveys seriously because they have an impact on tenure,
but they’re also a chance for students
to be heard.
“Students should use the empty
space for comments,” he said. “That’s
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the space we give students to let us
know what they really think.”
Michael Ann Williams, head of the
folk studies and anthropology department, also said the student evaluations
play a role in decision-making when it
comes to tenure.
“There are several criteria for tenure,” she said. “Teaching is obviously
an important one, but not the only
one.”
Williams said the student evaluations are an important part of the
teaching element of tenure.
“Over a period of time, you get a
good sense of how people are connecting with students and whether
there are specific issues that students
feel are problems,” she said.
When faculty members are evaluated for tenure, the S.I.T.E. reports are
submitted as part of their tenure portfolio, she said.
Williams said that as the department head, she looks for consistency
in comments, too.
“A lot of students will complain
about too much reading and things
like that, but I think if there are certain issues that appear over and over
again, then that is a warning signal,”
she said.
She said there are also positive
things she looks for in the evaluations.
“When students consistently comment positively, the faculty member is
connecting with those students,” Williams said.
Darlene Applegate, a tenured professor in the anthropology department, said that the student evaluations
are important.
She uses the feedback from the
surveys to help her develop as an instructor as well as plan her core content, she said.
Applegate said that she prefers to
read the written comments instead
of the standardized, multiple-choice
questions.
She agreed that student should take
the evaluations seriously.
“If a student doesn’t complete a
survey, then they shouldn’t complain
about instructors,” Applegate said.
“The surveys are a major way students can affect change.”

Hot wheels

JERRY ENGLEHART JR/HERALD

Michael Brown, a junior from Franklin, Tenn., practices carving on his longboard near Centennial Mall and the Bate Shop convenience store on Monday. Brown said he is starting a
longboarding club this semester. Roughly 30 students are already interested in the club, and
the ﬁrst meeting will happen in the coming weeks, he said. “I want to promote a good name
for skateboarding because I see more and more people around campus on skateboards,”
Brown said.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Education funds not affected
by Medicaid balancing
Earlier this month, Gov. Steve Beshear made a five-stop tour around the
state, including Bowling Green, advising
constituents to ask state senators to not
make education cuts to fund Medicaid.
On Friday, he got his wish.
Beshear vetoed portions of a Medicaid budget bill that would cut numerous state government services, including
education, according to a report from the
Associated Press.
Beshear believes the Medicaid budget
should be balanced by borrowing from
next year’s Medicaid funds and not by
cutting education dollars, according to
multiple reports from Paducah.
If some Republicans' plan had been enacted, $38 million would have been cut from
elementary schools, $22 million from state
universities and $4.5 million from commu-

nity colleges, Beshear told reporters.
The governor said balancing the Medicaid budget shouldn’t have been such a
lengthy process.
“This special session was totally unnecessary,” he said. “It wasted taxpayer
money. It needlessly raised anxiety levels for everyone from health care workers to health care recipients to teachers
to police officers. And it diverted energy
and attention in a time when we are trying to focus our efforts on creating jobs,
improving our schools and taking care of
our families.”
The House adjourned from the special
session Thursday night, and the Senate
took a recess until April 6.
The Senate plans to return in order to
try to override the vetoes made by Beshear, which will require a mutual agreement of both chambers.
— Caitlin Carter
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Students pushing
for Niteclass’ return
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com

Two years ago, crowds of students and
locals packed into Downing University
Center’s Subway on the weekends.
But they weren’t there for the food.
Students were gathered to enjoy Niteclass — a music venue started in 1988.
However, after the spring 2009 semester, Niteclass never returned, and no one
seems to know why.
Louisville sophomore Tyler Vogt is
hopeful that the Campus Activities Board
will approve Niteclass’ return to campus.
“We would probably have to get someone to be appointed as a leader to book the
concerts,” he said.
Vogt said that as of right now, the Facebook group, “Get WKU to bring back Niteclass” is actively posting on the Campus
Activity Board’s Facebook wall and communicating in back-and-forth conversations.
“This summer there was a venue called
the Crow’s Nest, but the owner stopped
paying for it after summer,” Vogt said. “After that, you could only play at bars, and
not everyone can go to bars.”
Vogt said he hopes Niteclass will be
brought back soon.
“It would be a great way for the music
scene to be thriving around here,” he said.
Franklin junior Wyatt Dunning created
the Facebook page. Dunning used to go to
Niteclass when he was younger.
“I just thought of Niteclass a while back
and decided to make a Facebook page for
it,” he said.
The page was created on March 20 and
has almost 300 “likes.”

BREAK

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Perry said the early conference losses
came as a bit of a shock to a team that entered league play with 17 wins — six more
than last year at the same time.
But with a win over No. 6 Michigan and
an eight-game winning streak already under
their belts this season, Perry said the message to the players was to not get down on
themselves.
“We generally spoke a lot about being
able to refocus,” she said. “One of the other
points that was pretty obvious in the stats is
that we weren’t closing the door with two
outs. But the biggest thing we talked about
was staying together as a team.”
Perry said even though Saturday’s game
ended in a loss, she was able to see that team
chemistry take shape as they worked past
their problems.
After allowing three unearned runs in the
first inning on Saturday, sophomore starting
pitcher Mallorie Sulaski responded by not
allowing FAU to score any more runs the
rest of the game.
In the first game of Sunday’s doubleheader, freshman Brittanie Albright pitched
4 and 2/3 scoreless innings in relief after
sophomore starter Kim Wagner allowed
seven runs in 2 and 1/3 innings.
The errors later plagued WKU again in

Dunning said he’s also talked to people
who used to be involved to help the campaign.
Wesley Willoughby, a junior at Bowling
Green Community and Technical College,
is an administrator on the Facebook page.
He said so far the group has been “spamming the hell out of the activities board
page.” But Willoughby said the group
needs someone to represent them at activities board meetings.
“They know of the group, but we
haven’t really had any headway,” he said.
Louisville sophomore Michael Bush,
a member of CAB and the Film Committee chair, said CAB has been talking about
bringing Niteclass back since 2009.
Bush said discussion about bringing
back Niteclass is the responsibility of his
committee, and they are currently doing
research on how well it was received in the
past.
He said they are also researching to determine what aspects of Niteclass to keep
and what to change.
The decision on whether to bring it
back is ultimately up to the CAB leadership team.
“If it’s brought back, we’re going to try
to bring it back this semester or next semester,” Bush said.
Bowling Green sophomore Matthew
Graham is friends with Dunning and is
helping with the campaign.
Graham said on the second day the
Facebook page was active, CAB told the
group that it would talk to the appropriate
boards about bringing Niteclass back.
“All we need is room and the bands
will come,” he said. “It’s like 'Field of
Dreams'.”
its game-two win, but it cashed in on 12 hits
and took advantage of a complete game win
by Sulaski.
“As long as those guys keep us in games,
our hitting usually gives us a chance to
win,” Perry said.
Sulaski said she hopes the Lady Toppers
can use Sunday’s win as a launching pad for
another long winning streak.
They’ll have to do it by first playing a
non-conference doubleheader against Lipscomb tonight before a home series against
conference opponent North Texas this
weekend.
Sulaski said that presents a unique situation for the team, and one they plan to take
full advantage of.
“We can just go out there and fix some
things that we saw this weekend,” she said.
“We’ll get them sound and ready for this
weekend and go back into our conference
strong.”
Freshman Amanda Thomas said she
thinks the team is back on track after Sunday’s win.
“I think we’re back in our groove,” she
said. “We’re going to be winning a lot more
games after this. We just needed that one
win to get us started.”
Perry said the key for the Lady Toppers
now is to just stop creating their own obstacles.
“We just need to stay out of our own
way,” she said.
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Chemweno’s impact on the
distance squad has been huge,
Scott said.
Chemweno currently has
the fastest time on the team in
the 600- and 800-meter runs,
as well as the mile. Her time in
the 800 of 2:08.24 is a school
record, and her time on the
mile run currently ranks second in program history.
But her impact goes beyond the statistics.
“She’s a great teammate,”
Scott said. “She helps others
and makes the whole team better.”
Head Coach Erik Jenkins,
who recruited Chemweno
from Rend Lake, agreed with
Scott, calling her a “tremendous teammate.”
“Vasity is a young lady
that has range and is a good
student,” Jenkins said. “She’s
very quiet, but she is a competitor.”
Chemweno said she trains
almost every day, practicing
with coaches at least twice a
week and training alone every
other day.
Her training is focused
more on long distance events
such as the 800- and 1500-meter runs. She said her goal is
to improve and compete in
the NCAA national championship in June.
“Last year, I wanted to
go to nationals, and I didn’t
make it,” she said. “This year
I want to run well and maybe
qualify.”
Jenkins believes that with
her effort, Chemweno can
make it happen.
“If you’re down to the
wire, and you have to win,
you’re going to want her on
your side,” he said.
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WKU's young pitching duo impressing early
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Young pitching staffs don’t always work
out.
Even when they’ve got all the talent in the
world, young pitchers can’t fake the poise
and experience that comes with being a veteran.
But so far, WKU’s duo of Tanner Perkins
and Justin Hageman has thrown that convention to the wind.
Perkins, a sophomore, and Hageman, a
true freshman, have combined for a 9-3 record in 2011.
That’s 56 percent of WKU’s (16-7, 5-1
Sun Belt Conference) total victories — not
bad for the replacements of graduated seniors
Matt Ridings and Shane Cameron.
Head Coach Chris Finwood said before
the season that he wasn’t concerned with the
youth of his pitchers because even though
they didn’t have a lot of starts, they’d thrown
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plenty of innings.
That seems to be
the case for Perkins
(5-1, 2.45 ERA),
who’s tied for first
in the Sun Belt in
wins and has suffered just one poor
outing all year.
As for HageZACH GREENWELL
man, the much-herPress Row Perspective alded hurler from
sports@chherald.com Hopkinsville High
School, this season
was supposed to be a trial by fire.
Instead, the freshman that turned down
the major leagues before coming to campus
has hardly been singed.
Hageman’s (4-2, 3.09 ERA) given up
team highs in hits (36) and walks (16) this

season, but he’s also shown a knack for getting out of trouble by overpowering people.
Part of that comes down to talent — he’s
struck out 33 batters in 35 innings — but Finwood said after Saturday’s win at Florida International that it’s also about maturity.
“Mature” might not be a word Finwood
expected to throw around with these pitchers before the season started. But then again,
maybe it was.
They’re the most important reason the
Toppers have won eight of their last nine
games and sit atop the Sun Belt standings.
You can usually find someone on your roster
to step up at the plate, but it’s nearly impossible to make solid pitching appear out of thin
air.
It’s also important not to leave senior
Brian Edelen out of this discussion. Edelen
has claimed the Sunday starter role from

PAYBACK
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New WKU offensive coordinator Zach Azzanni talks to players before running drills during
WKU’s spring football practice last Friday afternoon at Houchens-Smith Stadium.

NEW
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I like to coach kids that have a hard
edge and have a chip on their shoulder,”
Azzanni said. "I want to be in a place
where all of a sudden, a bunch of people
are jumping on your bandwagon.”
He has brought with him a drill called
the “Circle of Trust,” in which he records those loafing around or playing soft
throughout each practice. Each time he

sees something he doesn’t like, it results
in one up-down drill later for the player.
As painful as the drills can be, Jeffries
said Azzanni’s methods are making the
Toppers better.
“I think guys like him a lot,” Jeffries
said. “I really do. He puts a lot of responsibility on the players. Every day he goes
through, watches practice and does ‘loafs
and softs,’ and for every loaf and soft,
that’s one.
“It adds up, trust me. No one likes doing them, but it makes you work harder.”

But while Louisville is
garnering national attention, WKU is coming into
Tuesday’s matchup on a
hot streak of its own.
The Toppers have won
10 of their last 12 games
and had an eight-game
winning streak snapped
after a 9-8, extra-inning
loss at Florida International on Sunday.
WKU’s 5-1 Sun Belt
record puts the Toppers
in a three-team tie for
first place.
Finwood said Monday that even though the
Toppers couldn’t clinch a
sweep Sunday against the
preseason Sun Belt favorite Golden Panthers, winning the first two games
in Miami was still an impressive feat.
“We’ve had so many
great games with (FIU)
over the past three years
that seem to come down
to the last inning or last
at-bat,” Finwood said.
“This weekend, our guys

sophomore Taylor Haydel, who was the first
of the youth movement to hit some bumps
in the road.
But it’s probably a good thing to have a
veteran at the back end of the rotation just to
provide some leadership. It hasn’t worked
out badly for Edelen either, who’s 3-0 in five
starts.
Like Ridings and Cameron last year, Edelen will be gone in just a few short months.
But Perkins and Hageman aren’t going
anywhere, unless of course a pro team comes
calling with a much better offer.
Both pitchers still have plenty to learn.
It’s also still early in the season, and last year
showed that success can fade fast.
But given that the duo has passed every
test thrown its way so far this season, it looks
like WKU has locked up its one-two punch
for quite some time.

played a good brand of
baseball.”
Junior left fielder
Jared Andreoli has been
the team’s hottest hitter
lately, as he owns a .410
batting average, 22 RBIs
and a team-high 25 runs
scored.
The Toppers have also
received large contributions from junior shortstop Logan Robbins, who
is hitting .384, and Rice,
who leads the team with
24 RBIs.
The Toppers have
found depth with their
lineup, but they’ve also
found trouble taking advantage of opportunities
with runners in scoring
position.
They left the bases
loaded three times in the
loss Sunday and stranded
17 runners during the
game.
“We’ll get better at
that,” Finwood said.
“We’re getting lots of hits
and leading the league in
team batting average by
a ton (.328, compared
to second-place Troy at
.305). We’ve just got to

learn to cash those runs
in.”
WKU media relations
confirmed Monday that
junior right-hander Phil
Wetherell, who’s primarily a reliever, will start
for the Toppers against
Louisville.
Another junior relief
pitcher, Rye Davis, will
start in a Wednesday
home matchup with Belmont.
Finwood said neither
will pitch more than a
few innings.
He said he’ll use a
group of freshmen pitchers in relief, and, if needed, sophomore left-hander Tanner Perkins would
close Tuesday, while
freshman starter Justin
Hageman could close
against Belmont.
Rice said that no matter who is on the mound,
he expects to see a hardfought game in Louisville.
“It’ll come down to
pitching, defense, and
timely hitting,” Rice said.
“If we do those things,
we should be fine.”
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Tops getting
on board with
OC Azzanni's
new style
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

Recently-hired Zach Azzanni is giving the
Toppers two simple choices.
The team can either get on board or get off.
A blunt demand like that could bring negative results, but not right now. WKU senior
offensive tackle Wes Jeffries said he and the
other players are buying into what “Coach Z”
is asking.
“Our new offensive coordinator — we call
him Coach Z — has brought a new character
for us,” Jeffries said. “Everything we do is all
mental. You either do or you don’t.”
Most recently the wide receivers coach at
Florida, Azzanni has taken over as both offensive coordinator and wide receivers coach
for WKU this spring.
He was hired after former quarterbacks
coach Mike Sanford left for Stanford on Feb.
16 to become the running backs coach.
But junior quarterback Kawaun Jakes said
the transition is bringing positive reactions
from the offense, both on and off the field.
“He is a good dude,” Jakes said of Azzanni. “He is getting everybody in tune. The
receivers are wanting to learn routes, and they
are staying out there working. The O-line is
into it.”
Because WKU’s last spring was about
learning the new West Coast offense, this
year has been about mastering it. And that’s
where Azzanni comes in.
“He knew coming in that we were going to
run our offense, but we wanted to enhance it,”
Head Coach Willie Taggart said. “I’m all for
new suggestions and doing things new ways,
but one thing I didn’t want is for our guys to
have a lot of new learning.”
Azzanni said one way the team can improve is by working on its passing game.
WKU ranked last in the Sun Belt Conference in passing offense last season, averaging
143 yards per game. The Toppers threw for
1,722 total yards — almost 300 total yards
behind the next closest team, North Texas, at
2,077 total yards.
They were also last in pass completions
with 151.
“We’ve got a bunch of willing and eager
guys right now,” Azzanni said. “That’s why I
was excited to take this job. I knew these guys
were going to be hungry and want to win."

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Vasity Chemweno, a senior from Eldoret, Kenya, runs on the WKU track and cross country team. “I like the team because we work well
together and have a good winning spirit,” Chemweno said about her fellow teammates.

Going the distance
Chemweno quickly rises through the ranks for WKU track
By LUCAS AULBACH

Running has been a big part of her life for
a long time.
“I ran for fun in sixth grade, but I started
competitively in high school,” Chemweno
said.
Her events back then covered shorter distances of usually 100 or 200 meters.
Lately, though, she has been competing in
distance events. Her first long distance run
was during her senior year in high school in
Kenya, she said. And she ran cross country
for WKU last fall.
While this outdoor season will be the last
of her eligibility for track, she will be eligible
to compete in cross country for the next two
seasons and plans to return.
Scott said that Chemweno has shown a lot
of improvement in cross country in her time
in Bowling Green.
“I’m surprised she was able to get it together so fast,” she said. “She just has so
much speed.”

sports@chherald.com

Considering her journey from the Kenyan heartland to south central Kentucky,
senior Vasity Chemweno was, in a way, a
great choice for distance competitions on the
WKU track team.
Her success caught some by surprise,
though.
“I had never had anybody run (the 800-meter race event) faster that 2:12, and she ran it
in 2:08 in the first outdoor meet last year,”
Assistant Coach Michelle Scott said.
Scott coaches distance runners for the
WKU teams, including Chemweno.
“I never expected her to run so fast,” Scott
said.
Chemweno was raised in Eldoret, Kenya,
in southeast Africa, and came to America to
compete in 2008. While she didn’t start running at WKU until the winter of 2010, she
first competed at Rend Lake College, a junior
college in Illinois.

SEE RANKS, PAGE 8A

SEE NEW, PAGE 9A
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Lady Tops break through Tops hoping to
with ﬁrst conference win deliver payback
By COLE CLAYBOURN

to Cards tonight

sports@chherald.com

Head Coach Tyra Perry said
the Lady Toppers got the monkey off their back on Sunday,
winning their first conference
game.
Now Perry said she hopes
they can find a way to “bury”
that monkey.
WKU (18-13, 1-5 Sun Belt
Conference) dropped the first
two games of its home series
against Florida Atlantic this
weekend before winning 6-3 in
the series finale on Sunday.
Perry said up until their win
on Sunday, the team was simply
beating itself.
“We’ve been making a lot
of errors and not getting timely
hits,” she said Sunday. “This
game we were able to do that.”
The Lady Toppers committed seven combined errors in
the games against FAU. And
despite out-hitting FAU 7-2 on
Saturday, they were unable to
score on several occasions with

By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

ELIZABETH FRANTZ/HERALD

Freshman outﬁelder Tiffany Gooch cheers on a teammate during the Lady
Toppers’ Sunday afternoon doubleheader against Florida Atlantic. WKU
lost the ﬁrst game of the day but rallied to win the second game, 6-3.

runners on base.
Perry said it was the errors
and other mental mistakes—plus
tired pitching—that plagued
them early on in conference play.
“Our pitching was starting to
break down just a bit,” she said.
“We were starting to get mental.

I think we still have some things
to work on out there.”
WKU started Sun Belt play
with a series at South Alabama
two weekends ago and was
swept in three games.
SEE BREAK, PAGE 8A

If there’s one program
that has had WKU’s number
over the past few years, it’s
the Louisville Cardinals.
Louisville has beaten the
Toppers in seven of their last
eight meetings, including
five straight.
WKU (16-7, 5-1 Sun
Belt Conference) will try to
change that statistic when it
visits the Cardinals at 5 p.m.
tonight at Jim Patterson Stadium in Louisville.
The Cardinals won both
of the teams’ meetings last
year, 7-6 in Bowling Green
and 7-4 in Louisville.
Senior catcher Matt Rice
is 1-5 in his career against
the Cardinals, and he said
what makes Louisville tough
to beat is pitching depth and

a quality coaching staff under Head Coach Dan McDonnell.
“They play the game the
right way, and they don’t give
up a lot of runs,” Rice said.
“It seems like in a close game
they can always bring in another good arm from the bullpen, and then score the one or
two runs they need to win.”
Louisville made an appearance in the 2007 College World Series, has won
back-to-back Big East Conference championships and
advanced to an NCAA Super
Regional last season against
Vanderbilt.
This year’s Cardinals
have a 15-8 record and were
ranked No. 27 in last week’s
National College Baseball
Writers Association Poll.
SEE PAYBACK, PAGE 9A
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Evan Goddard of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, left, blocks a punch from Joe Montano of Kappa Alpha fraternity during Friday night's middleweight championship ﬁght at the "Battle of the
Greeks" at Jaycee Pavilion. Goddard defeated Montano to claim the title of middleweight champion.

Battle of
the Greeks
Greek ﬁght night proves popular once again

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com

Hip-hop music blared from the speakers,
and paramedics stood on call as a crowd of
more than a thousand people packed inside
Jaycee Pavilion on Thursday and Friday
nights to watch Sigma Chi fraternity’s seventh annual “Battle of the Greeks.”
The event lasted two nights, with each
fight leaving a boxer bloodied and exhausted.
Glasgow senior Jack Miller, an organizer of the event, said this year’s event was
the best they have put on thus far.
“When you get live boxing with a college atmosphere it just makes a great
event,” he said. “Every single sponsor I’ve
talked to said that this was the best event
we ever had.”
Proceeds from the event will be donated
to the Huntsman Cancer Foundation, and
the Sigma Chis might also donate some to
the Japan relief, Miller said.

Winners from
Battle of the Greeks

WKU students packed into Jaycee Pavilion on Friday night for the "Battle of the Greeks,"
ﬁlling onto rows of bleachers and crowding onto the standing-room-only ﬂoor.

■ Featherweight Champion:
Duell Davis (Sigma Chi
fraternity)
■ Lightweight Champion:
Kyle Dahl (Kappa Alpha
Order)
■ Middleweight Champion:
Evan Goddard (Phi Kappa
Alpha fraternity)
■ Heavyweight Champion:
Kevin Buntin (Lambda Chi
Alpha fraternity)
DELAYNA EARLEY/HERALD

■ Women’s Champion:
Cordelia Martin

Evan Goddard celebrates with his girlfriend Hillary Kell, of the University of Louisville
on Friday night after he defeated Joe Montano in the middleweight championship
ﬁght at the "Battle of the Greeks" at Jaycee Pavilion. "He is a hell of a ﬁghter," Goddard said about Montano. "That was the hardest I've ever been punched."

SEE GREEK, PAGE 2B

Musical offers 'story about hope'
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@chherald.com

ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD

Florence freshman Nic Baynum pushes Louisville freshman J. Morgan Shaffo in
a wheelbarrow while practicing the song "Shoot the Moon" during rehearsal
for "The Spitﬁre Grill." The play opened yesterday in the Gordon Wilson Lab
Theatre and will take place again tonight at 8 p.m. Admission is $5.

wkuherald.com
CONTACT:

@wkuherald

Something’s cooking tonight at “The Spitfire Grill,” the latest production from the
WKU theatre and dance department.
The show is a musical that follows the
Percy Talbott, a young woman released from
prison who is looking for a new life in the
picturesque town of Gilliad.
Once there, she finds the town in dire conditions, but through her determination and
hope the entire town and its people get a fresh
start.
The performance will be tonight at 8 p.m.
in the Gordon Wilson Hall lab theater, and
admission is $5.
Bowling Green senior Stephen Tabor, the
director, said the story is not a stereotypical
musical.
“It isn’t campy like other musicals are,” Tabor said. “Other musicals are all about love and
happy endings. There is some of that, just like
in real life, but the story is like that. Real.”

facebook.com/wkuherald

It’s a good connection kind
of musical. You will see
yourself or someone you
know somewhere in this
story."
—J. MORGAN SHAFFO
Louisville freshman

Louisville freshman J. Morgan Shaffo said
she likes how the story and characters are relatable.
“It’s a good connection kind of musical,”
Shaffo said. “You will see yourself or someone you know somewhere in this story.”
SEE MUSICAL, PAGE 2B

WKU Herald mobile app

NEWS 270.745.6011 - NEWS@CHHERALD.COM ADVERTISING 270.745.3914 - ADVERTISING@CHHERALD.COM EDITOR 270.745.5044 - EDITOR@CHHERALD.COM

2B

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

GREEK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Brownsville freshman
Cordelia Martin won the
women’s championship.
“It’s amazing,” Martin
said after her victory. “It
means a lot, and I’ve learned
a lot. I’m just happy to be
able to participate even if
it’s usually for the Greeks.”
Her fight was the only
matchup with non-Greek
participants and the only
one that featured women.
The Panhellenic Council ruled that Greek women were not allowed to
fight during the event, said
Alyssa Johnson, president
of Sigma Kappa sorority.
Representatives from
the Panhellenic Council declined to comment on why
that decision was made.
Despite receiving a
busted nose and a black
eye, Frankfort senior Evan
Goddard of Phi Kappa Alpha fraternity won the middleweight championship.
Goddard said he’d been
training since November, after catching mononucleosis

and breaking his hand kept
him from starting sooner.
“I just wanted to win in
front of so many people,” he
said. “When you get in front
of that many people, there is
nothing worse than losing.”
Goddard’s parents were
there to see their son win for
a third consecutive year.
His mother, Susan
Goddard, said she was “relieved and happy” when
the fight was over.
“The first year he did it,
I didn’t come,” she said. “I
was on the phone with his
friend who was giving me
the play by play, and then
he started saying, ‘There’s
so much blood, there’s
so much blood,’ and he
dropped the phone. I was
so afraid; I almost got in
the car and drove up here.
After that I told my husband no matter what I had
to come and see him fight.”
Evan Goddard said the
fight was tougher than in
past years, and winning
again meant a lot to him.
“This one is going on
the wall,” he said, pointing
to the championship belt
around his waist.

LEARN BASIC DANCE STEPS

QUICK-FUN-EASY
NO CONTRACTS
Be ready for weddings, formals, parties and special events.
Learn the waltz, swing, rumba, foxtrot, tango, or cha cha.
Couples, singles, or groups welcome.
(502)457-9448
D. Earle C.
BalletX@hotmail.com
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Therapy, medication less taboo
Mental illness, therapy and
medication previously haven’t been
talked about much in American culture, but in recent years they’ve become a more accepted part of conversation.
According to the 2009-2010
Counseling and Testing Center
Annual Report, 636 students used
the campus counseling center in
the 2009-2010 school year. That’s
4 percent of WKU’s student body,
and that number increases each
year, said Karl Laves, assistant director of the Counseling and Testing Center.
About 550 students used the
counseling center the previous year.
“People are more willing to talk
about it. The taboo is still there, but
it’s not as strong as it used to be,”
Laves said.
Although I’ve never used
WKU’s counseling resources, I’m
no stranger to therapy and medication.
Since I was young, I suffered
from anxiety knotting my stomach,
hiding behind my mom’s legs when
strangers approached and vomiting
whenever I felt severe anxiety.
Everybody thought I would outgrow the anxiety, but as time and
my adolescence progressed, the
anxiety grew.
During my junior year of high
school, I began seeing a psychiatrist on a regular basis and was diagnosed with general anxiety and
depression caused by a series of
personal events.
God had just dealt me a card
of anxiety, which was the catalyst

to my depression, my psychiatrist
said. So let’s fix it, he said.
Then the medicine and hourlong therapy sessions began.
I started taking mild anti-depressants along with my talk therapy, which in essence, attempted
to place a
Band-Aid
over my
brain.
After
I realized
that wasn’t
working,
my
prescriptions
scaled to
SPENCER JENKINS
h i g h e r
diversions@chherald.com
dosages of
different
medications and different mixes
of different types of medications.
I was a walking pharmacy.
Despite the hassle of popping
a couple pills a day to balance my
disorders, I admit that I felt better.
Talking with many of my
friends I have learned I’m not
alone in my therapeutic journey.
I’m not the only one with a
scroll of prescription history.
Nationwide, probably a third
to a half of the students seeking
counseling services are either on
medication or going to start medication, Laves said.
“Part of that is because many
college health centers have physicians who are comfortable prescribing antidepressants, antianxiety medications,” he said.

In my own experience, therapy
is draining yet helpful. I have my
ups and downs, but that’s to be expected.
“If you’re doing it right, it’s
hard,” Laves said. “Therapy
should be pushing you, challenging you. If I go to a physical
therapist I’m gonna hurt, and I’m
gonna need an ice pack to heal.”
Although therapy is helpful, two
things worry me about prescription
medications — dependence and
long-term effects.
I admit for a time I was dependent on prescribed anti-anxiety
medication to get through my day
and I stopped taking them coldturkey, because I felt so hooked. I
had a seizure, but if I were to have
safely “weaned” myself off, that
wouldn’t have happened.
Prescriptions for addictive anxiety medications should be used
sparingly because of their abuse
potential, Laves said. Some anxiety medications are more long-term
and have gradual effects, and those
should be used more.
He said all medications that are
approved have been tested to see if
long-term effects are possible.
The medical field has a good
idea of what the long-term risks
can be, and no drug is safe, he
said.
Someday I hope to be off medication and therapy all together, but
for right now, it keeps me balanced
and healthy.
There's help available for you
too. Seek help at the Counseling
and Testing Center.

MUSICAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Shaffo used her own
character, Effy Katshaw,
the local gossip and rumormonger, as an example.
“She is nosy, she just
wants to be involved in
everything,” Shaffo said.
“She just tries a little too
hard, so no one wants to
let her in.”
Kaitlyn Fouts, a sophomore from Bowling
Green who performs the
lead role, said she thinks
the show has something
for everyone to enjoy and
experience.
“You’ll laugh, you’ll
cry and you’ll have fun,”
Fouts said. “It’s a story
about hope, which is really what people need
nowadays.”
The musical accompaniment will be performed
live during the show by
a guitarist and pianist,
and features music that
is somewhere between
southern rock and country, with some folk overtones.
The performers range
in experience from those
who began acting and
singing in college to
those who began at an
early age, such as Fouts,
who first acted when she
was 5 years old.
Jon Meyer, a junior
from Cincinnati who
plays the sheriff, encouraged students to come out
both because they’ll enjoy the show and to help
the department.
“Keep coming out to
support theater events,”
Meyer said. “We could
really use more support
from the Western community.”
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•
•
•
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By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@chherald.com

Just a short walk away from Downing University Center, Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey brought lions, tigers
and elephants to Diddle Arena this weekend.
Children and adults of all ages oohed
and ahhed from Friday evening to Sunday afternoon during the two-hour performances, and several WKU students
walked out of the arena feeling like kids
again.
Along with the animals, the show
included clowns, acrobats, motorcycle
stunts and trapeze acts.
Courtney Marx, a freshman from Cooper City, Fla., said it was her first time going to the circus.
“It completely exceeded my expectations,” she said. “I was jumping and
screaming.”
Marx went with Independence sophomore Jordan Vorst, who said he didn’t really know what to expect either since he
hadn’t been to the circus since he was 7.
A friend told them they had to see the
show, especially the motorcyclists who
performed inside a cage.
The acrobats were a big hit for Vorst.
“A lot of it just blew my mind,” he
said. “My mouth was wide open the
whole time.”
The behind-the-scenes action was just
as mind boggling as the show for friends
Steven Poland and Kevin Preston.
Before the show, the two ROTC members had their first circus experience when
they worked security for the animals.
“We got trapped while they were
bringing in the elephants,” said Poland, a
junior from Tampa, Fla.
Preston, a junior from Hazlet, NJ, said
it was weird to look down in a bathroom
stall and see clown shoes next door.
Both said they had high expectations,
and the show didn’t disappoint.
Poland said seeing the lions was “crazy” because they were so massive.
Preston thought the same about the elephant stunts.
“You see them on Animal Planet, and
then they’re like right here in your face,”
he said.
The circus was more than just entertaining for him — he said it was a break
from the college grind.
“I didn’t have to worry about college
classes,” he said. “It takes you back to a

RYAN STONE/HERALD

Elephants perform during the last act of Friday's circus at Diddle Arena. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus came to WKU for a
three-day run. The show featured multiple animals, including lions and elephants.

A lot of it just blew my
mind. My mouth was
wide open the whole
time."
—JORDAN VORST
Independence sophomore

time when it was simpler.”
Vorst remembered when he dreamt of
being in the circus as a kid because of all
the jumping around and flipping.
“It would have been great, even though
I was afraid of heights,” he said. “But I
know my mother never would have let
me.”

RYAN STONE/HERALD

A trapeze artist spins in mid-air, high above the circus ring during Friday's performance.
The show featured multiple high altitude trapeze acts.
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Vigil against sexual
assault set for Thursday
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com

There were an estimated 222,000 rapes
or sexual assaults in 2008, according to the
Bureau of Justice statistics.
Hope Harbor, a local center that provides
support for sexual abuse and assault, is sponsoring Take Back the Night on Thursday as
part of an ongoing effort to raise awareness
on the issue.
The goal of Take Back the Night is to
make it safe for people to walk the streets
without fear of being sexually assaulted, according to takebackthenight.org.
The event will feature a march and a candlelight vigil, said Linda Jones, an administrative assistant at Hope Harbor.
“It’s to bring awareness to the community
and to be a reminder to victims and survivors about the sexual violence in our world,”
Jones said.
Since the first Take Back the Night event
in 1975, it’s become an international movement with countries such as England, India
and Australia participating, according to the
website.
Jones said Hope Harbor has been sponsoring a Take Back the Night event locally
for about 12 years. The event used to be a
show featuring poetry and dancing before
they began having a march six years ago.

Elizabeth Madariaga, co-chairwoman for
the sexual assault committee at the Counseling and Testing Center, said it’s important to
raise awareness for sexual violence because
it affects so many members of the community.
“It lets victims know that they are not
alone and there are people who believe
them,” she said.
Jones said more than 400 people showed
up for last year’s march when it rained. She
estimates a larger turnout on Thursday if it
doesn’t rain.
Melissa Whitley, executive director for
Hope Harbor, said when people see others
show up, it opens up discussion on sexual
assault.
“Sexual abuse is one of the things in our
community that is really hard to talk about,
and when you see people come out in such
a large showing, it sheds some light on the
issue,” she said.
Jones said she hopes the march shows
people that sexual abuse can be decreased
through people gaining knowledge on how
to combat and deal with it.
“We hope to make it known that we can
prevent this through education and awareness,” she said.
The vigil will start at the Warren County
Justice Center at 6 p.m. The event is free and
open to the public.

New ﬁlm major goes
beyond journalism
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com

The School of Journalism and Broadcasting has broadened its horizons this
year beyond just journalism and broadcasting.
There are now 40 students majoring in
film studies within the school.
For the past 10 years, film has only
been offered as a minor, said Ted Hovet, director of the film studies program.
But Hovet said while the minor focuses
mostly on film studies, the major program
delves into hands-on aspects such as film
production.
He said the program is growing and expects to increase its enrollment.
Course options are also expanding.
Hovet said a world film class will be offered this fall.
“WKU is really trying to get more
of an international emphasis, and we
definitely want to do that with film too,”
Hovet said. “We want students to know
not just American Hollywood films and
methods of movie making, but have a real
international perspective on film.”
Hovet said film majors are usually
interested in a variety of careers. While
some students want to produce films, others want to critique them or write screenplays.
All film studies students are required to
take an acting class to see what it’s like to
be on stage rather than behind the scenes.
Hovet said this major can serve anyone

with an interest in film. It also makes for
an easy double major because it’s only a
35-hour program.
Evansville sophomore Kathryn Katz
decided to be a film major as soon as she
found it out it was being offered.
“I added it immediately,” Katz said. “I
am double majoring right now in creative
writing and film, because I want to be a
director/screenwriter.”
Bardstown sophomore Hannah Bowman was originally a broadcasting major
but has since switched to film studies.
“I think the journalism department
added the major because entertainment is
a growing industry, and WKU already has
most of the equipment necessary for any
film production classes,” Bowman said.
“In Dr. Hovet’s class we talk about cinematic techniques … and then we watch
films that reinforce those techniques.”
One of the films Hovet’s class recently
watched was “The Social Network.” Hovet said he likes to start off with a recent
film with issues showing where Hollywood is now.
He also tries to pick films that go along
with the country or time period as a focus
in classes.
Mt. Washington freshman Jeremy Raley said he’s now learning about films with
a new perspective.
“The cool thing is that WKU is the
only school in the state now with a film
major,” Raley said. “So a lot of young,
talented people in Kentucky are going to
come here for that reason.”
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Father, son to talk
journalism Thursday
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A veteran journalistic father and son duo will present
their experiences and opinions on modern media Thursday as part of the Gaines Lecture Series.
“Living Journalism: An
Evening with the Seigenthalers” will feature both
print journalism icon John
Seigenthaler and his son,
former NBC network news
anchor John Seigenthaler Jr.,
according to a news release
from the School of Journalism and Broadcasting.
The two will speak about
their experiences reporting
on landmark events and how
the Internet is changing journalism and historical media
events, according to the release.
Seigenthaler Sr. spent 43
years as a reporter for the
Tenessean, and later served
as its editor, publisher and
CEO before becoming the
founding editorial director
for USA Today, according to
the release.
Seigenthaler Jr. spent
more than ten years as the anchor for “NBC Nightly News
Weekend Edition” and has
covered terrorist attacks in
the Middle East and Europe,
the tsunami in Sri Lanka and
the 9/11 attacks.
The lecture will be at
7 p.m. in Mass Media and
Technology Hall Auditorium,
and it is free and open to everyone.
— Kevin Allen

